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Asuperitition n)iﬂé{ﬁB traditional belieflEFFAEM C. ritual

FRUEAEE BB EENBEAE R - LA R EEhEL

—95 FRUTIEAS 78 € 5 S At A] A i ricual 2R 58 1)
(@)FRGEHIE) E. generation m){Hf ﬁ%ﬁ%
generation gap)Fsignificance (n) 2 % & 3 (@ rewarding and
significant journeyf# 4 R 2 H ¥ A i E K RVIRER)G.
harmony(n.) ﬂ]ﬂﬂ‘/‘ H. liberal(a.) %%}H/JI taboo( )m/u& Tattoo
il J denote(v. [ESEm W TiNETE practice(n fﬁ RS
T’E@Ji?ﬂ’]‘?z‘z‘f EEEBU t*ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁiﬁ—FﬁﬁL?? AIBNTE - th
AT S HE TAE l AE N A TE R RS B2 RO SN =

D. ingrained (a

_'ﬁ
—
A

H) L worshiperm)f5 iE M. pilgrimage (n)FJEE 2K N.
long—heldﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ (vs. long—haul ﬂightj%ﬁfﬁﬁfi O pre—
occupation(n. Eﬁlﬁ’]ﬁk‘% P. piercing(n %{H E%’iﬁfﬁﬁ
TR

Dear all, welcome to our column again: English is a
piece of cake, from which we all derived great pleasure and
drew inspirations. As you've noticed, summer is coming
around and the heat has been building up in time gone by.
But there're some traditional beliefs ingrained in our culture
(6 B EH9 &5 and

chilling you down here. Don't scream your head oft before

probably giving you some creeps

we head to today's extraordinary discovery regarding(5 )
Taiwanese long—held superstitions from one generation to
another. The term superstition didn't denote any negative(&
[ BY)meaning but simply indicated something greater than
human scopes. The prefix stands  for

"super" "something

above" or the "supreme power" over our control while the

n "

root word" stitu—" represents " stand " or " exist" for some
period of time in history or has appeared through a long
time as recorded. The following superstitions may not be
applied to all cultures in every region in Taiwan, let alone
Asian regions, but it does serve as a symbol with underlying(
EH ?ﬁﬂ’]@ﬁ ) significance there. Don't frown g}ﬁ)ﬂj before
you read through them and be open—minded before our
journey of Taiwanese customs officially embarks. Brace
yourself, and it's interesting to learn of some cultures differ—
ent from your preoccupation or getting to know more
about your own traditions in Taiwan.

Did you happen to notice some superstitions quite puz—
zling you to the certain extent? And when walking on the
street or past the alleys, you were totally suffocated(% EFY)
by those burning incenses (3B 1))

family with their offerings( 1/\|:u:1 on the table staked in front

oozing out from each
of their houses, lowering their heads while whispering
something scared or making wishes in their mouths. And it's
not a surprise to witness those rituals recurring regardless of
the dates or occasions those worshipers could hardly describe
why they did all these for God or spirits wandering in our
world. And why preparing all these and making a scene({
FEFE fﬁ—ﬁ'ﬁ%) when they were even unconvinced
whether their efforts will pay of B3 11 E#R) or not? It's
for the sense of security and peace in life which drive them
to do all and also can assure them the future encounters (7
PREIBRE)

A. Refrain from pointing your fingers to the moon ! (i
THEFE A7)

Believe it or not !

will be smoother and positive since then.

One of my best friends, Fiona, as a
Chinese—American mother residing in Seattle with her
mother—in—law's family since married at the age of 25,
shared with me regarding her remorse doing something a—
gainst

the taboos during pregnancy. One day, she felt like trim—
ming some split ends of her long hair to the shoulder
length, which made her mother—in—law super ticked—off{(-+

(English Is A Piece of Cake)

ﬁﬂ’\]ﬂ(j{) , for she has been upholding(ﬁm%‘H%E‘E very
conservative and doctrines values in her bone. It's widely
understood in Taiwan that a woman carrying a baby should
stay away from any sharp objects which will do harm to the
unborn baby in the womb. To most westerners, the idea of
holding scissors when a bun in the oven(‘l‘%"%@) will do some
magic tricks to baby seems rather incredibly ridiculous, with
no concrete scientific evidence. Totally unaware of her rep—
rimand, Fiona kept doing the nail—clipping or cutting some
cloth for making some handicrafts or hand—made bags to
kill time. When her boy baby was brought to her on the
table after the very first cry, she was totally speechless spot—
ting a unknown scar on his forehead, for which she has
been suffering from the guilty sentence. Also, from then on,
she dare not to tease her mother—in—law groundless sayings
or talks. The stake was way too high for her to accept. Plus,
in Taiwanese society, we do think two pregnant women
who stand belly—to—belly against each other will "switch the
genders" (A AHA)of their babies. I couldn't help but giggle
the

importance of tons of rules imposed on pregnant women so

over that but my family cannot overemphasize (58 )

as to ensure everything will be smooth and peaceful.

B. Have you got any piercings ? That's a big No—No ! (
5 _FEITRIRABEEHEEZNE 2 )Alrighteveryone | Please
keep your hair down and put your hands up for such fun
statement | I am happy with all piercings which make us
shine and glow in public venues, but there're in general
some superstitions going on in our community. Whenever
wandering around the shopping malls in Canada, I always
saw some little pretty girls sitting on the stool waited for
their first ear—piercings like the symbol of maturity or some
market—style "Ritual of Passage".

tiquette in Europe, ladies should wear ear—rings when at—

According to the social e—

tending social occasions and their accessories do showcase
individual charisma and professionalism. But one of the most
popular religions, Buddhism, did significantly impacted many
families in Taiwan and affected the way of our daily rou—
tines or religious activities, even to the dieting habits from
the meal featuring richness in meat protein to more con—
sumption of greens/veggies. If a person received the pierc—
ing, in Buddhism, it will mark you as the girl in the next
life of reincarnation({fiill). That means you will be re—born
as a girl after you pass away this life and the cycle will
never end until you've made some generous contributions to
the impoverished (53 K[ J AA") or people in need of help
desperately or helplessly. Even a random act of kindness will
make a tremendous change in your life or the next life. In
Huaren culture(HE A AL),
ly—arranged(fiy M HERY) grooming tend to wear many kinds

the bride after the meticulous—

of luxury gems and more jewelry than ordinary family to
boast their wealth and represent a blissful life in the coming
years of marriage.

C. Swimming during July of Lunar Calendar ? It's more

than pulling your legs. (FEREHA B BURFHRIRAKE 2 3501

Il BTz | )

Ghost month, during July of Lunar Calendar ( the traditional
approaches to calculating the dates or seasonal changes of farm—
ing or festivals( according to the shapes of the moon), has long
been the period of time people would be alert of not doing
this or not doing that when their parents become extra un—
nerving because all the spirits from the underworld(f&fH]) will
be freely released and wandering (f#3%5)on the streets for visit—
ing their family or meeting someone they missed most. And
some ecarthbound spirits in water have lingered(@ff?@z:%ﬁsﬁ) in
the darkness waiting for someone to replace his/her place by
trapping you in water or getting you killed in a car accident.
Even though during summer, most children will frolic near
beaches or nearby rivers for cooling down from the heat. But
in Taiwan, even in the public swimming pool, parents won't let
children join in any water activities in an encouraging tone.
Why" Be all ears( 1%%&[%%@ about what I am going to tell
you, and you don't have to panic(NEEER). It's probably the
way the elderly warned their future generations of the danger
beneath water.

D. Nail-Clipping at night is a big deal ? Oh, YES ! (#fg -/
RHEDTHEH ] 20 TRSIE | )In Japanese society, it's the con—
cept has been widespread and rumor has it that if you clip the
nails at night, you will make it to past the last respect of your
parents dying or in such critical moments before demise. This
principle can be applied to Taiwanese society, despite the fact
that it might make sense to you or my students in class, but
you can also deduce the saying to the time of scarcity people
in agricultural society lacked resources and thus getting very
little for daily commodities. The part I can level with was
chances are you might hurt yourself in dim light when clipping
your fingernails, right ? That's considered a reminder and gen—
uine advice from your elderly. In a nutshell, as not to offend
our wise and caring parents, grandparents, or your nosy neigh—
bors, you can simply abide by all the regulations inscribed in
family lessons, deterring yourself from all hassles.

E. Avoid using " Four" or saying "Si" in Taiwan | (EE T
%1%%@%@%%5@%‘%)When we are in the market for(ﬁ{ﬁpﬁk%
i H)
their condo or even for business office. Why ? The word "4"
is pronounced@FE Tl like " Death" in Taiwanese(or Chinese

) and will bring bad luck to many in Asia, also seen in Japanese

new houses, Taiwanese tend to skip the 4th floor for

customs. That explains why most hospitals will refrain from
admjtting(fﬁ?ﬁ% )\1}5%) patients to the 4th floor, or the
in—patients might feel really awkward staying on the "Floor of
Death" and you in this way would never show any sign of re—
covery or improvement in your health condition. And walking
the

driving plates could sometimes include the number 4 which

along the bustling street with all vehicles swooping by,

indicated the driver's life would be doomed to some dire con—
sequences. It does talk a lot in the abovementioned situations.
Here is also a reminder for all the foreign friends ready to buy
your Taiwanese friends some presents. Cross out " Alarm Clock
S " Shoes,"" Watch, "Umbrella" on your shopping list, they all
came along with negative meanings" Departure"(ﬁj\%ﬁﬁ%ﬁsﬂ)
for people in Taiwan.

* B IEA >

1.in public venues{E/AIIG &

2. hostility#i(& (VS Hospitality Management& K45 FE)
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