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The Kaohsiung Department of Health on
Thursday (April 11) fined Kaohsiung Mu—
nicipal Min—Sheng Hospital half of a mil—
lion NT dollars following a surgical error
for misidentifying two patients and conse—
quently causing one of them to undergo

the wrong surgery last week.
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municipal ¢ (a.) THIZAY
surgical & (a.) F7HY
misidentify - (v.) A

consequently * (adv.) HIL » BRIEE

The patient who was confused for an—
other patient in his ward had been trans—
ferred from a care center to Kaohsiung
Municipal Min—Sheng Hospital. The med—
ical personnel involved had skipped the
SOP and in the operating theater, neither
the

surgeon confirmed the patient’ s identity as

the nurses, anesthesiologist nor the
required. The mistake was only discovered
after the operation was completed. Later, It
was also found that the surgeon involved
had asked the patient to sign a surgery

consent form after the matter.
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anesthesiologist : (n.) i EE R

neither A nor B : JEAIEB - JRA]
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operation - (n.) ?ﬂﬁ

surgery - (n.) Tl
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consent - (n‘ ) IEJ%:

The surgeon had not only operated on
but also falsified the

. ) . .
patient s medical records. After a review,

the wrong patient,

the surgeon received another major demerit
, for a total of two, and was dismissed. All
consultations for the surgeon involved in
the incident have been canceled. The hos—
pital was penalized under the Medical Care
Act Article 108, Section 1, which allows
for a maximum fine of NT$500,000. The
city’ s health department has taken disci—
plinary action against management and re—

moved the superintendent.
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falsify - (v.) B B35

dismiss :© (v.) BEER (HRASS )
consultation : (n.) &2
penalize : (v.) BRIl

disciplinary : (a.) AR

superintendent - (n.) &

Demerits were given to the anesthesiol—
ogist, operating room nurses, ward nurses,
and the worker who helped transfer the
patient from the ward to the operation
room for having failed to properly identify
the patient. Meanwhile, the hospital also
issued warnings to the deputy medical di—
rector, surgical department director and
nursing department director. The operating
and ward

director, operating head nurse,

nurse were all reprimanded. The hospital is

now fully committed to rectifying and im-—

plementing patient safety control mechanisms.
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demerit : (n.) WK ; 0@

ward : (n.) JHE

reprimand : (v.) B9 5 BE
commit : (v.) BPRHEE &A
rectify © (v.) tIE 5 #&1E
implement : (v.) =i

(n.) HEH

mechanism -

Deputy Minister of Health and Welfare
Victor Wang said that the Taiwan Joint
Commission of Hospital Accreditation is to
investigate the operation at the hospital after
the major medical error. The hospital should
analyze the fundamental causes of this major
medical accident, propose improvement plans
and report to the competent authority, as
per the Medical Accident Prevention and

Dispute Resolution Act.
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