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KMT Vice Chair Sean Lien boarded a
flight to China’ s Xiamen on Friday to
attend the 16th Straits Forum the following
day. He was joined by several KMT offi—
cials, including the commissioners of Yunlin
and  Kinmen, Taipei Councilor Liu
Tsai—we and head of the KMT s Main—
land Affairs Department.
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Lien said that mutual understanding 1is
vital in developing peaceful cross—strait re—
lations. Information on cross—strait relations

is fragmented and much of the Inter—
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net—based commentary is polarizing and footing : (n.) 37 22 hate that my mom compares me to/with
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Lien said, adding that

misunderstandings,
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16th Straits Forum as the head of a KMT  the best way is to meet in person and 2k RoRENGSTEN © previous - (a.) SEFiHy

delegation made the remarks in an inter—  communicate. adherence : (n.) EXFF 5 Be~FHRRIEE

view with Chinese media on Friday. He N

said that the Democratic Progressive Party SHER RN o AH A AR R ER R

(DPP) is hindering cross—strait relations, 7R ZEBHE BE o 45 BARE BRI E S5 The Straits Forum is known as a Chi—

while the Chinese Nationalist Party ( FrAb B B3 26 25 B Y R S B e T A 4 na—hosted platform which aims to deliver a
KMT ) has to keep “putting out fires” bR R » BEEEET EMERAE » ik The Straits Forum is seen as a part of “United Front” rhetoric and sow discord

the DPP started. “It is absurd that the
ones setting fire are sometimes considered
heroes, while those putting out the fires
are derided,” Lien said.
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In his opening remarks at the Straits
Forum yesterday, Lien reiterated the KMT
s commitment to cross—strait peace and
exchanges on equal footing and stressed the

party’ s adherence to the “1992 consen—

China’ s

Taiwan.

United Front strategy against
According to China’ s Taiwan
Affairs Office, some 7,000 Taiwanese were
invited to participate this year. But there’

s been no sharp increase in airline passen—
gers from Kinmen to Xiamen, or in traffic
through the Mini Three Links so that It’

s estimated that the number of Taiwanese
participants in this United Front activity
will be smaller compared to previous years,
said Mainland Affairs Council minister Chiu

Chui—Cheng.
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within Taiwan, the Mainland Affairs Council
said. The government supports cross—strait
interactions without predetermined political
stances, but 1s against events that attempt

political manipulation, the agency said.
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