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The MOJ on Tuesday has withdrawn its
ofdraft

raise the financial penalties for offenses re—

proposal amendments seeking to

lating to illegal abortions following a fierce

backlash from women's rights groups.

FeElm 2 FER B R s U B T B ER A
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The MOJ : (n.) FEBEES Taiwan's Min—
istry of JusticeHJTHF B 5

draft © (n.) BEZE

amendment : (n.) BIER

penalty : (n.) <& ~ 215K ©

wRARERR T8I FE penalty R
fine I {[E > ZZHIFER penaltyfR 7] FE4: 6% E
T - IRA R EEATE MR E] o 1M
fine HEEFEEEE FRYIES] ©

offense : (n.) JBE (1765)  FEM o
abortion : (n.) FEHE

backlash : (n.) il & B 77 Y5 21
R © BRI 5 R -

Under current legislation, Article 288 of
the
who by taking drugs or by other means
her

woman who aborts a fetus herself ——shall

Criminal Code, "a pregnant woman

causes abortion" ——referring to a

be sentenced to jail for no more than six
months or be fined up to NT$3,000 (US
$94)
remitted if the abortion is done because of
averting danger to life.
the MOJ proposed
raising the maximum fine for this offense

to NT$80,000 ——a more than 26—fold in—

crease.

although the punishment can be

sickness or for

However, last week,

WIUTI0E > (i) 56 288 BRAUE -
[ Zetim LABEY) A G i B B R | —— 15
W im 2 BATEERR — - BN EH LU A
TEFI SR BB 3,000 TC (94 FEIT) LA
el B S RTANR AR TR
A anfa kR Er TEERG - RIRIgER o 2T -
SR RRAESR A I A T IS B R
SRR ENEH 8 BT giEERE 26

fif o

I 5 SRR AT

iR SEISIES R =M
Ve : BESE

remit ¢ (v.) A 5 TR
avert © (v.) % 5 Pk
maximum : (a.) I RKER

fold : (n.) {584

Article 290 states that carrying out an
abortion of a woman's fetus "for purpose of
gain" merits imprisonment from six months
to five years, and a fine of up to NT$15,
000. If it results in aggravated injury, then
the

years, and the prison sentence increases to

sentence ranges from one to seven
3 to 10 years when causing the death of
the woman. The MOJ also proposed that
the financial penalty in Article 290 would
be raised from NT$15,000 to NT$500,000

(nearly US$15,650) . As for the offense

"ag_
gravated injury," the MOJ sought to raise
the currently—stipulated penalty of NT §15,
000 to NT $1,000,000, and the

causing an abortion that results in a wom-—

of causing an abortion that results in

fine for

an's death to increase 133—fold from the
current NT$15,000 to NT$2,000,000. Only
the possible

the penalties are increased,

prison sentences are unchanged.
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INEET 5 #2,000,00070 © {FE]FkME00 > A
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fetus : (n.) (=FEHERY) B
merit © (v.) fRIFEE

aggravated © (a.) FHHY
stipulated : (a.) BEHR

Additionally, the MOJ also
completely removing Article 292,

suggested

which
stipulates the crime of a person who "pub—
licly advertises a method or thing to be
used for abortion or who offers the services
of himself or another for abortion, " from
the statute books, citing the fact that no
one has been indicted for this crime in the
some women's

past ten years. However,

rights groups, including Taiwan Women's
Link and the Awakening Foundation, sepa—
rately their that the
MOQJ's proposed changes to Articles 288,
290 and 292 of the penal code represented
a "setback" for women's rights and accused

the MOJ of failing to consider abolishing

expressed concerns

the crime of abortion in the criminal code,
but instead only seeking to increase the

fines.
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statute © (n.) BCIE S B
setback : (n.) PRI 5 [ERE s FRE
abolish : (v.) &Ik 5 BBER

The MOJ had been touting its proposal
as being aimed at "protecting the bodily
autonomy of pregnant women and the right
to life of fetuses" and stressing that it was
in line with the requirements of the
CEDAW. However, Taiwan Women's Link
saidd on Friday that "the MQOJ actually mis—
interpreted the spirit of
CEDAW" 2022 CEDAW Na—
tional Report published in 2022 recom—

and  violated

since the

mended decriminalizing abortion for preg—
nant girls and women. Owing to the de—
increase or

the MOJ
said it decided to withdraw the proposals

bate around whether to retain,

abolish the penalties altogether,

pending further deliberation.
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autonomy - (n.) BFHE

CEDAW : (n.) (Bi&EBRERE mL—
U R R A% ) United Nations Conven—
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women

misinterpret : (v.) FRf% 5 ghHfiF
(v.) ER
(v.) (AR EER

violate :

decriminalize :
EY) &t

withdraw @ (v.) #[E]

pend : (v.) BRI 5 FFE

deliberation : (n.) FNEFHE  PEENE
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